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Dear Member,‌
The IEK Weekly Newsletter offers a roundup of recent Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK) events and
upcoming ones, activities by the various committees, and any upcoming developments that affect
Engineers and the Built Environment.‌ ‌
This newsletter is a roundup of activities in the 4th Week of October 2025 (IEK/NL/0161).‌

In this edition...‌
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Earned an MSc in Mechanical Engineering from the
Technical University of Magdeburg, East Germany
(1970).
Served as a Lecturer in the Department of
Mechanical Engineering, University of Nairobi (1970–
1974), inspiring a generation of young engineers.
Instrumental in establishing the Kenya Bureau of
Standards (KEBS), setting the foundation for national
engineering and quality assurance standards.

ENGINEER BY TRAINING
AND EDUCATOR
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Founded East African Spectre Ltd, a pioneering
manufacturing firm for gas cylinders in East
Africa one of Kenya’s earliest private
engineering enterprises.
Advanced local industrial capacity and
demonstrated the role of engineering
entrepreneurship in nation-building.

INDUSTRIAL AND
ENTREPRENEURIAL
IMPACT

The People’s Engineer

RT. HON. (ENG.) RAILA AMOLO ODINGA,

‌C.G.H, FIEK

Rt. Hon. (Eng.) Raila Odinga’s Contributions to Engineering and Infrastructure

7  January 1945 – 15  October 2025
th th

The Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK) Council,

Membership and Staff join the nation in mourning Rt.

Hon. (Eng.) Raila Amolo Odinga EGH, FIEK, The

People’s Engineer, a visionary leader whose enduring

contributions to engineering, governance and nation-

building, and whose spirit of innovation and

unwavering commitment to the people, will remain a

guiding light for all who serve in building Kenya’s

future.

May his soul rest in eternal peace.



As Minister for Energy (2001–2002), implemented
reforms that modernized Kenya’s power sector,
including:
Expansion of the Rural Electrification Programme.
Restructuring of the electricity sub-sector (KenGen,
KETRACO, KPLC).
Promotion of geothermal energy exploration,
positioning Kenya as a continental leader.
As Minister for Roads, Public Works & Housing
(2003–2005), he:
Oversaw modernization of national trunk roads and
urban networks.
Conceptualized the Nairobi–Thika Superhighway.
Strengthened the Road Maintenance Levy Fund
(RMLF) for sustainable infrastructure financing.

INFRASTRUCTURE
TRANSFORMATION IN
GOVERNMENT
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As Prime Minister (2008–2013), he guided policy
formulation for the 2010 Constitution, which
devolved public works, roads, and energy
services to counties empowering regional
engineers and planners.
His tenure oversaw the rollout of flagship
projects under Kenya Vision 2030, a framework
he strongly supported and helped
operationalize. These included:
The Thika Superhighway, a symbol of Kenya’s
modernization and engineering prowess.
The modernization of Jomo Kenyatta
International Airport (JKIA) and expansion of
Kisumu International Airport, improving
connectivity and trade logistics.
The development of Nairobi’s bypass network
Eastern, Northern, and Southern to decongest
the capital and promote regional mobility.
The rehabilitation of key national trunk roads
and initiation of county-level road units that
later evolved into the Kenya Urban Roads
Authority (KURA) and Kenya Rural Roads
Authority (KeRRA).

CHAMPION OF DEVOLUTION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE
GOVERNANCE
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As African Union High Representative for
Infrastructure Development (2018–2023), he
championed:

The Continental Infrastructure Master Plan
(PIDA), advancing a unified framework to
connect Africa’s railways, highways, ports, and
energy grids, and aligning national projects
with the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA). Through this role, he advocated for
policy harmonization, sustainable financing,
and the inclusion of African engineers in the
design and implementation of strategic
transboundary projects.
Regional flagship projects such as the LAPSSET
Corridor (Lamu Port–South Sudan–Ethiopia
Transport Project), which he promoted as a
catalyst for trade integration, industrial growth,
and regional stability. He emphasized that such
projects must prioritize local engineering
capacity, technology transfer, and
environmental resilience.

PAN-AFRICAN
INFRASTRUCTURE VISION

He consistently advocated for the empowerment of local
engineering capacity, and:

Pushed for local content in infrastructure contracts,
insisting that Kenyan and African engineers,
contractors, and manufacturers be given priority in
the design, execution, and supervision of major
public projects. He viewed local participation not only
as an economic imperative but as a path to self-
reliance, innovation, and job creation within the
engineering profession.
Called for enhanced funding and modernization of
technical universities, polytechnics, and research
institutions, emphasizing the need to align
engineering education with emerging technologies
and industrial demands. 
Emphasized that industrialization and engineering
are the backbone of Africa’s transformation, often
linking sustained economic growth directly to
engineering capacity. 

ADVOCATE FOR KENYAN
ENGINEERS



Pictorials‌

The People’s Engineer: A tribute to Rt. Hon. Raila‌

‌Amolo Odinga, CGH, FIEK‌

IEK WEEKLY NEWSLETTER‌
WEEK 4 | OCTOBER 2025‌

IEK WEEKLY NEWSLETTER‌5‌



Pictorials‌

The People’s Engineer: A tribute to Rt. Hon. Raila‌

‌Amolo Odinga, CGH, FIEK‌

IEK WEEKLY NEWSLETTER‌
WEEK 4 | OCTOBER 2025‌

IEK WEEKLY NEWSLETTER‌6‌



Pictorials‌

The People’s Engineer: A tribute to Rt. Hon. Raila‌

‌Amolo Odinga, CGH, FIEK‌

IEK WEEKLY NEWSLETTER‌
WEEK 4 | OCTOBER 2025‌

IEK WEEKLY NEWSLETTER‌7‌



Pictorials‌

The People’s Engineer: A tribute to Rt. Hon. Raila‌

‌Amolo Odinga, CGH, FIEK‌

IEK WEEKLY NEWSLETTER‌
WEEK 4 | OCTOBER 2025‌

IEK WEEKLY NEWSLETTER‌8‌



GET YOUR IEK MERCHANDISE

IEK WEEKLY NEWSLETTER‌
WEEK 4 | OCTOBER 2025‌

IEK WEEKLY NEWSLETTER‌9‌

https://convention.iekenya.org/
https://go.iekenya.org/3AOIA
https://convention.iekenya.org/


T‌
al CAST and Deputy Secretary Genral, Chinese
Society of Engineers(CSE). They reviewed the
implementation of the CAST-IEK MoU and agreed on
a number of steps to be taken going forward
including:‌

Exchange of technology, ideas through events and
meetings organised by both organisations.
Annual exchange forums will be organised under
FAEO and there will be mutual exchange of ideas.‌
Each year CSE will invite Engineers to study in
China through this partnership. This will give way
to extensive cooperation between the two
organisations including co-creating and co-
building resources for CPD for Engineers in China
and Kenya.‌

he President of the Institution of Engineers
of Kenya (IEK), Eng. Shammah Kiteme, met
with ZHANG BIN,the Deputy Director Gener-‌

IEK Strengthens Ties with Chineese Engineers: New‌

steps agreed under CAST-IEK Partnership.‌
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   ‌CSE will support IEK with resources and‌
‌expertise in Mining, Manufacturing and‌
‌underground infrastructure through including‌
‌intergrating resources in platforms to be shared‌
‌with Engineers in both countries.‌
CSE as a member of International Engineering‌
‌Alliance will continue promoting Mutual‌
‌Recognition Agreement by creating effective
‌pathways for mobility of Engineers in both‌
‌countries through cooperation and study of‌
‌qualifications of degrees for both countries to‌
‌understand competence assessments and how‌
‌they compare.‌
As part of collaboration between CAST and IEK 20‌
‌Kenyan Engineers will be visiting China this year‌
‌from 17th to 24th October and CSE will engage‌
‌the delegation at Guanzhou during the Canton‌
‌tour.‌



T‌
and guests in Africa.The evening highlighted civil
engineering achievements across Africa, featuring
local project presentations that showcased innovative
infrastructure developments in the region. Guests
enjoyed light refreshments and networking, creating
opportunities to exchange ideas and experiences.‌
ICE formally recognized the cooperation agreement
signed with IEK in January 2025, emphasizing their
shared commitment to knowledge exchange,
professional development, and collaboration among
engineers in Africa. Attendees also engaged with
representatives from the ICE Africa Regional‌ ‌

Committee, which represents over 1,100 members
across sub-Saharan Africa.‌
The reception provided a platform for celebrating
engineering achievements, fostering professional
connections, and strengthening collaboration
between IEK and ICE, further promoting innovation
and excellence in Africa’s engineering community.‌

he Institution of Engineers Kenya (IEK)
participated in a special reception of
Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) Members‌
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IEK Participates in Special Reception for ICE Members‌

‌and Distinguished Guests in Africa.‌ ‌



T‌
themed “Shared Vision for a Better World: Spotlight
on SDG 17 – Partnerships for the Goals.”‌
The event highlighted the vital role of standards as a
universal language connecting government, industry,
and consumers. Speakers emphasized how standards
drive quality assurance, innovation, and sustainable
development, both locally and globally.‌
The celebrations were graced by distinguished
guests, including Hon. Lee Kinyanjui, Cabinet
Secretary for Investments, Trade and Industry, and
Dr. Juma Mukhwana, PhD, CBS, Principal Secretary,
State Department for Industry. Participants were
encouraged to embrace local manufacturing efforts
while leveraging international partnerships to boost
cross-border trade, as Kenya continues to forge
agreements that strengthen economic collaboration
and industrial growth.‌
Representing the Institution were Eng. Lilian Kilatya -
IEK Council Member and Dinah Kendi - Partnership
and Relationships Officer.‌ ‌
 ‌

IEK’s participation underscored the institution’s‌
commitment to promoting engineering excellence,
innovation, and sustainable development through
standards that benefit both industry and society.‌

he Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK)
joined the World Standards Day organized by
Kenya Bureau of Standards (KEBS)‌

IEK Participates in World Standards Day Celebrations‌
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1.   What motivated you to become an engineer?
I initially wanted to be an architect because I have talent in
Drawing and painting. Secondly I have 3 relatives who are
also Architects so I thought it wouldn't be bad if I joined the
group. But I realised Civil Engineering has many
applications plus we could come up with our own build up
of unit rates for Buildings, Roads, Water projects,
infrastructure etc.
2.  You’ve been involved in TVET curriculum development
(e.g. scaffolding diploma, competency models). How do
you ensure that curricula remain relevant to evolving
industry needs?
I have been actively involved in the TVET sector through
curriculum development with CDACC and TVETA for the
Diploma Level 6 in Scaffolding, the four-year Bachelor of
Technology in Civil Engineering, and the Occupational
Standards for the Diploma in Building and Civil Engineering
at the Technical University of Mombasa.
Last year, I visited Germany to gain a deeper understanding
of the Dual TVET Training Programme, which we aim to
adapt and implement in Kenya to strengthen the link
between industry and learning institutions. This approach
aligns with key national and regional development
frameworks, including the Bottom-Up Economic
Transformation Agenda (BETA), Vision 2030, NYOTA,
Agenda 2063, and the UN Sustainable Development Goals.
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The Engineers’ Corner
Eng. David Jomeli (Malidadi) - Civil Engineer

3. What role do you believe mentorship and “hands-
on” learning should play in training engineers and
technicians, in contrast to purely theoretical
classroom work?
Attachments, internships and Mentorship play a
significant role in training the young professionals. If
you take an example of Lamu County they have the
Lamu Timber doors ,windows ,furniture and
boatmaking....these guys are prime examples of
Recognition of Prior Learning.....a young person stays
close to a skilled mentor for up to 4 to 5 years
learning all attributes related to the skills of that
field. 
4.  What’s one technical project you’ve worked on
recently that you’re particularly proud of?
The Proposed Mokowe Fish Landing site that has a
Jetty and Proposed Offices for Kenya Marine
Fisheries Socioeconomic Development Project
(KEMFSED). These are world bank projects and I am
also part of the team of consultants for Quality
Assurance/ Quality Control and ensuring compliance
with ESG/ EHS. The Projects are ongoing and had
their fare share of challenges but we were able to
straighten them out .
5.  When did music first become a part of your life,
and what pushed you to start creating your own
songs?
In my early years, I found music and art to be very
therapeutic for me. I wish more people understood
just how healing it is. Creating music allowed me to
express a different side of myself, one that’s free and
uninhibited by any boundaries.
6.  Name your favourite song that you wrote or
performed and what inspired you to write it?
My Best performance is " Born Again" it's got nothing
to do with Christianity but a lot to do with starting
afresh in life. 
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7. Every artist has a persona on stage, what’s your
stage name, and what’s the story behind it? 
They call me " Jomeli Malidadi ".....I had that name
just after High school and it's stuck.
8.   If your journey had a soundtrack, which song
would capture it best?
Notorious Big - Sky is the limit 
9.  What’s something fun or unexpected about you
that even your colleagues might not know?
Something unexpected is most of my Friends or
Colleagues speak to me in English but my first
language is Kiswahili therefore am always
translating.....my default language is Kiswahili even if I
dream of talking to an American or British....my
dreams on that subject come in Kiswahili. I prefer
swahili because am very fluent in it.
10.   If you were commissioned to design a monument
for Kenya’s at 100 years, what would it look like, and
where would you put it?
A Monument would be a big statue of a man and
woman wearing a Kenyan made outfit that would be
recognised internationally. The statues would be in
every County Commissioners courtyard in the
Republic of Kenya.
11.   Share some “methali’s” to sum up your outlook
on life?
Muungwana hununa moyoni sio usoni.
Mti wenye kutoa matunda ndio hupigwa Mawe.
12.  If one day you were asked to summarize your
engineering journey in one word/phrase, what would
it be?
Work smart

The Engineers’ Corner
Eng. David Jomeli (Malidadi) - Civil Engineer
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UPCOMING EVENTS‌

PUBLIC PRIVATE

PARTNERSHIP (PPP)

TRAINING

MEMBERSHIP 

TOWNHALL MEETING

Date:‌ 27th - 31st October 2025‌
Venue‌:‌ Lake Naivasha Resort‌ ‌
Charges:‌ ‌

IEK Members – KES 75,000‌
Non-members – KES 80,000‌

Date:‌ ‌ ‌31‌  October 2025 at 4.00 PM‌st‌

Venue‌: Virtual‌

31ST OCTOBER 2025‌

https://book.iek.events/events/RVYtMjMtMDAwMjcx
https://go.iekenya.org/6mruo


CLICK HERE TO‌ ‌

REGISTER‌
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1ST - 5TH DECEMBER 2025‌
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UPCOMING EVENTS‌

PROJECT

MANAGEMENT

PROFESSIONAL

(PMP®) TRAINING

ENGINEERING

PROJECTS THAT WIN

(WEBINAR)

Date:‌ 1‌  December to 5‌  December 2025‌st‌ th‌

Charges:‌ ‌
IEK Members – KES 32,000‌
Non-members – KES 35,000‌

Date:‌ 10‌  November 2025‌th‌

Charges:‌ ‌
Members: Ksh 1,500‌
Non-members: ‌Ksh 2,000‌

10TH NOVEMBER 2025‌

https://book.iek.events/events/RVYtMjMtMDAwMjc4
https://go.iekenya.org/w8Kar
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15TH-19TH DECEMEBR 2025‌

GREEN BUILDINGS

TRAINING

INTRODUCTION TO

GREEN BUILDINGS

AND SUSTAINABLE

INFRASTRUCTURE

Date: ‌Wednesday, 29th October 2025‌ ‌
Time‌: ‌4:00–6:‌00 PM‌
CPD:‌ 4 Points‌

Date: ‌15‌  -19‌  December 2025‌th‌ th‌

Venue: ‌PrideInn Diani‌
CPD:‌ 18 Points‌

29TH OCTOBER 2025‌
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The IEK invites new members to join the Benevolent Fund Scheme (BFS) for the 2024/25 period. By
enrolling, you contribute to our community's dedication to mutual care and resilience‌

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR‌

BENEVOLENT FUND‌
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https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9jcQD8f540GK6etqz5Pm3kEjXT4XBUJPlyEY3ML74P5UMDJLN0FWNjJQNUxXUkg4Rks4VUZKM1k3WS4u
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1SjJlODcKeHoIoK9jJoE0mnEGH8AkMMPT
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfzJEpy3rI3C0pra8mINZ-bpXaj2rXSRBWkbX8VgyEu4hej9Q/viewform
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eFf6mTjPBcCBsMv3EDSVs9UnFvsuaWRa
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuBpD_mr6Ju88Gi8cC6CuZOy6Ekpv9UIxuyM9Fjtm4C_oD4w/viewform
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuBpD_mr6Ju88Gi8cC6CuZOy6Ekpv9UIxuyM9Fjtm4C_oD4w/viewform
http://www.redcross.or.ke/
https://t.me/KenyaRedCrossBot
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RENEWAL OF‌

MHANDISI‌ ‌

MEDICARE SCHEME‌

FUND‌

NEW MEMBERSHIP

PORTAL‌

We extend an invitation for you to renew your
Mhandisi Medicare Scheme Fund.‌ ‌
The Medicare Registration Form can be accessed
here‌.‌ ‌

Please be advised that existing members should
anticipate receiving a detailed SMS with pertinent
information from AAR.‌ ‌

Your prompt attention to the renewal process
ensures uninterrupted access to the
comprehensive healthcare benefits provided by
Mhandisi Medicare Scheme Fund.‌ ‌

Thank you for your continued trust and
participation in our healthcare program‌

The new integrated IEK membership
management system offers convenience,
accessibility, and improved services for you our
valued members. ‌Members are encouraged to‌
update their details by clicking ‌here‌ to activate‌
their portals and access services on the go.‌ ‌

By activating your portal, you can among others
access:‌

Digital membership ‌application‌
Streamlined events registration‌ ‌
Instant receipts and invoices‌
Streamlined CPD tracking‌

Kindly take note that we are no longer
accepting manual appl‌ications as we are 100%‌
paperless.‌

https://forms.gle/PuNSGzcHMFjxVqHR9
http://members.iekenya.org/
https://forms.gle/PuNSGzcHMFjxVqHR9
http://members.iekenya.org/
http://members.iekenya.org/
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At IEK, we deeply appreciate the invaluable contributions of our members throughout their careers. To
honor their transition into retirement, we have developed a special fee remission structure specifically for
retired engineers.‌ ‌
Click ‌here‌ to view the policy and application form.‌

IEK RETIRED ENGINEERS’ FEE REMISSION

POLICY‌

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
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ENGINEERING IN

KENYA MAGAZINE‌

The 23rd issue of the Engineering in Kenya Magazine is
out. The theme for this Edition is ‌"Food Engineering"‌.‌ ‌

Click ‌here to get your copy.‌

We would like to thank our members for their continued support and commitment to the Institution.
Remember you can renew your annual subscription by making your payment today through:‌

Mpesa pay bill number 976295 Account number- Your Invoice Number.‌
By cheque in favor of the Institution of Engineers of Kenya (Personal cheques not acceptable). ‌We are‌
always happy to assist!‌

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION‌

Don't be left out!‌
Get your IEK branded merchandise delivered to you by
making your payment to MPESA ‌Pay Bill number:
976295‌ ‌
Account number: Merch‌   ‌
Hoodie: ‌Ksh 2500‌
T-shirts: ‌Ksh 1500
Caps: ‌Ksh 1000‌

IEK MERCHANDISE‌

https://iekenya.org/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20Magazine/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20-%20Issue%2019%20Print%20Version.pdf
https://iekenya.org/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20Magazine/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20-%20Issue%2019%20Print%20Version.pdf
https://t.co/BrZEpsOtFY
https://t.co/BrZEpsOtFY


CONTACT US‌

(+254) 202 729 326, 0721 729 363‌ iek@iekenya.org‌

Top Plaza, Kindaruma Road‌  ‌

IEK Benevolent Fund Registration | ‌Register‌

Mhandisi Medicare Fund | ‌Apply‌

Mhandisi Sacco Membership | ‌Apply‌

Mhandisi Sacco Nominee Update | ‌Click Here‌

Yours faithfully,‌ ‌

Eng. Jacton Mwembe, PE, MIEK

Honorary Secretary‌

The Institution of Engineers of Kenya‌
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https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9jcQD8f540GK6etqz5Pm3kEjXT4XBUJPlyEY3ML74P5UMDJLN0FWNjJQNUxXUkg4Rks4VUZKM1k3WS4u
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUDbpdy2LRDEpXDHz7AO1Z2KNIv52XEjvzgUTzBoc-KULZBQ/viewform
https://www.mhandisisacco.co.ke/how-to-become-a-member/
https://www.mhandisisacco.co.ke/membership-next-of-kin-details-update/

