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Dear Member, 
The IEK Weekly Newsletter offers a roundup of recent IEK events and upcoming ones, activities by the
various committees, and any upcoming developments that affect Engineers and the Built Environment.‌  
This newsletter is a roundup of activities in the 1‌   ‌Week of September 2026 (IEK/NL/201).‌st 
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The winners and their award-winning ventures were:‌
Stacy Kibarak (Electrical Engineering) – MamaCare‌
Korir Winnie Chemutai (Chemical Engineering) – NanoBora Biosciences‌
Leslie Angu (Electrical Engineering) – Kinetic Kraft Robotics 

The Winners' Unveiling Ceremony was held on Thursday, 3 September 2026 at Nairobi Club, where IEK was
represented by 2nd Vice-president, Eng. J.R. Otieno Ogallo and the Honorary Secretary, Eng. Grace Kagondu.
Eng. J.R. Otieno Ogallo presented the President’s speech which highlighted the core mission of the initiative:
“The GEP is about moving young engineers beyond employment—equipping them to turn innovative ideas into
enterprises, solutions and opportunities.” 

Of the Ksh 1.5 million awarded, Ksh 1 million was donated by industrialist and philanthropist Dr. Manu
Chandaria, with the balance of Ksh 500,000 contributed by Ngasi Consulting Engineers. 

The GEP runs under a strategic partnership between IEK and EWB Kenya, which aims to identify and mentor
entrepreneurial engineering graduates as an alternative pathway to gainful employment. Beneficiaries
receive seed capital alongside business support to develop their ideas into commercially viable ventures.
Beyond the individual awards, the programme is expected to generate insights into the entrepreneurial
potential of engineering graduates and inform a sustainable support framework. 

T 

IEK in Strategic Partnership to develop Engineering‌

Entrepreneurs 

he Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK) and Engineers Without Borders (EWB Kenya) awarded the
first cohort of the Graduate Entrepreneurship Programme with seed capital and business support.
The three engineering graduates—two in electrical engineering and one in chemical engineering—
each received Ksh 500,000 and are the first cohort of the Graduate Entrepreneurship Programme
(GEP).
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Empowering the Next Generation of Engineering Entrepreneurs
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In a bid to strengthen institutional collaboration and advance engineering solutions in local governance, IEK’s
Policy, Research and Partnerships Manager (PRP), Anvar Joseph Alot, attended a strategic stakeholders'
meeting on Wednesday, 2‌  ‌September 2026, at the Council of Governors (CoG) offices.‌nd‌  

The high-level session brought together key sector stakeholders to review the current implementation status
of resolutions agreed upon during the Devolution Conference 2025. Discussions centered on progress
updates, policy alignment, and identifying remaining action items necessary to accelerate county-level
development. 

IEK’s participation underscores the vital role of professional engineers in driving sustainable infrastructure,
urban planning, and technological development across Kenya's 47 counties. Moving forward, IEK remains
committed to working alongside the CoG to ensure engineering expertise continues to inform devolution
policies and framework execution. 

Beyond policy tracking, the engagement served as a crucial step toward entrenching structured professional
engineering oversight across sub-national infrastructure projects.‌  

IEK WEEKLY NEWSLETTER IEK WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
WEEK 1| SEPTEMBER 2026 WEEK 1| SEPTEMBER 2026 

IEK WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 5 

Wednesday, 2  September, 2026
nd 

IEK Engages Council of Governors on Devolution‌

Conference 2025 Resolutions 



The Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK) continues to broaden its international and sector partnerships,
following attendance by the Policy, Research and Partnerships Manager (PRP), Anvar Joseph Alot at the
China-Africa (Kenya) Business Matchmaking event on Thursday, 3‌  ‌September 2026, at the Sarit Expo Centre.‌rd‌  

The forum served as a dynamic platform connecting regional industry leaders, investors, and technical
experts with Chinese commercial delegates to explore collaborative business models, cross-border trade,
and infrastructure opportunities. 

Through Mr. Alot's participation in the matchmaking session, IEK aimed to identify strategic pathways for
capacity building, technology transfer, and business expansion for Kenyan engineering professionals and
enterprises. Strengthening these bilateral networks is central to IEK’s mandate of positioning Kenyan
engineers at the forefront of global technical advancements and large-scale infrastructure projects. 

The interactions highlighted emerging opportunities for joint ventures, specialized technical exchange
programs, and local supply chain integration for major development projects across the region.‌  
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IEK Editorial Boad Holds Regular Meeting on Key Priorities‌  
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The Editorial Board of the Institution of Engineers of Kenya
(IEK) convened for a routine progress meeting on Wednesday,
2  September 2026 at Top Plaza and virtually, to review
ongoing operational priorities and discuss upcoming
publication workflows.

nd

During the meeting the Chair, Editorial Board, Eng. Prof. Alex
Muumbo welcomed new members, the Hon. Secretary Eng.
Grace Muthoni Kagondu and the Hon. Treasurer Eng. Annette
Murambi Ingaiza. 

The ‌board members evaluated progress on active editorial
initiatives following the completion of the 28th edition of
Engineering in Kenya Magazine, which focused on Geospatial
Engineering. Discussions centered on post-publication
reviews and preliminary planning for the upcoming 29th
edition under the theme, Renewable Energy & Energy Storage
Engineering. 



1. SHARE A LITTLE ABOUT YOURSELF BEYOND YOUR
ENGINEERING CAREER
Beyond Civil 3D designs, project management, workshops,
and progress reports, I am a full-time mother to two
amazing boys. They have taught me patience, unconditional
love, and the true meaning of purpose. Honestly, I cannot
imagine what life looked like before them.
You will often find me hurrying home after work, not
because I am late, but because I am excited to get back to
them. They always have endless stories to tell, and knowing
that their mother is an engineer has made them naturally
curious about engineering as well. Sometimes our
conversations leave me amazed at how much children can
learn simply through exposure.
Having been born and raised in the remote parts of Baringo,
many experiences I now share with them are also my own
“firsts.” 
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That makes motherhood even more fulfilling for me. We
approach adventures with the same excitement, and I
strive to ensure that every day brings some form of
adventure or learning experience. They are truly my
greatest motivation and the reason I wake up each day
determined to give my very best. There is another reason
why this part of me is very important. One day, if they ever
ask whether I sacrificed my dreams for them, I want to be
able to tell them that I chased those dreams with them
right beside me.

2.LOOKING BACK AT YOUR JOURNEY IN CIVIL
ENGINEERING, WHAT INITIALLY DREW YOU TO THE
FIELD, AND HOW HAS THAT MOTIVATION EVOLVED OVER
TIME?
Mine was honestly a journey of unexpected discovery. For
the longest time, I was deeply passionate about the
medical field and had always envisioned myself becoming
a dental surgeon. Biology came naturally to me in high
school, especially anything related to human anatomy.
However, I also excelled in Mathematics and Chemistry,
and I genuinely enjoyed all the sciences.
Even during KUCCPS applications, my focus was entirely
on medicine. At the time, the first KUCCPS application was
done while we were still in high school, before sitting for
the KCSE exams, so medicine was the only path I had in
mind. Engineering was never part of the plan.
Later, after KCSE results were released and KUCCPS
opened the revision window, reality set in. My cluster points
did not meet the cut-off for my preferred medical course. I
remember consulting a relative, and she suggested Civil
Engineering. Her reasoning was simple — there were very
few women in the field, and she believed I would excel in it.
At the time, I was unsure, but today I could not be more
grateful for her advice. True to her words, I am doing well,
and I have grown to appreciate the journey I was redirected
to. I only hope she gets to read this someday and know how
much her guidance changed my life.

https://www.epra.go.ke/sites/default/files/2025-12/Solar%20Water%20Heating%20application%20Guides.pdf


What started as an alternative path eventually became my
passion. Looking back now, I truly believe I was built for this
profession. Civil engineering is dynamic, impactful, and full
of endless opportunities. I especially encourage young
women to consider it because the industry needs more
female representation and leadership.

3. WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR JOURNEY? WHAT COMPANIES
HAVE YOU WORKED FOR?
Apart from the contractor I trained under during my
attachment, I have also had the opportunity to work with both
KeRRA and KeNHA before joining KIHBT as a trainer. Along
the way, I have continued to offer my services to some of the
contractors I have worked with, particularly in providing
professional engineering services. These experiences have
greatly shaped my practical understanding of the industry
and strengthened my passion for civil engineering.
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4. WHAT IS THE BIGGEST SURPRISE YOU ENCOUNTERED
IN YOUR EARLY YEARS AS A YOUNG CIVIL ENGINEER?
One of the biggest realities I encountered was that, as a
woman in the engineering field, you often feel the need to
prove yourself twice as much before some people fully
trust your capabilities.
What has always puzzled me is that we studied the same
curriculum, graduated from the same institutions, and
often received similar exposure and opportunities as our
male counterparts. Yet, women engineers still sometimes
have their credibility questioned. Fortunately, this
challenge only motivated me to work harder, remain
confident in my abilities, and consistently deliver quality
results.

5. AS BOTH A LECTURER AND PRACTICING CIVIL
ENGINEER, HOW DO YOU ENSURE STUDENTS GAIN
PRACTICAL INDUSTRY SKILLS THAT MATCH THE
REALITIES OF THE ENGINEERING PROFESSION TODAY? 
I intentionally strive to keep learning every single day
through self-paced courses, mentorship, professional
interactions, and personal projects. Continuous learning
gives me an advantage when guiding students because
engineering is constantly evolving.
I always put myself in the students’ shoes and remind
myself that it is my responsibility not only to teach but also
to mentor and inspire them. I aim to make my sessions as
practical and interactive as possible by integrating real-
world industry experiences into the classroom.
Additionally, my training in Competency-Based Education
and Training (CBET) has greatly improved my delivery
methods and enabled me to better align classroom
learning with industry expectations. Ultimately, staying
updated with emerging industry trends and technologies
helps me prepare students for the realities of the
engineering profession.

https://www.epra.go.ke/sites/default/files/2025-12/Solar%20Water%20Heating%20application%20Guides.pdf
https://epra.go.ke/energy-solar-water-heating-regulations-2025


10. IF YOU COULD INSTANTLY LEARN A NEW SKILL
(NON-ENGINEERING), WHAT WOULD IT BE?
It would definitely be deep-sea diving. I have snorkeled a
few times before, and while the experience was amazing,
there is still a desire that has never been fully satisfied. I
would love the opportunity to spend more time underwater,
surrounded by the colorful fish and beautiful coral reefs,
exploring the world beneath the ocean surface.

11. WHAT FUN FACT ABOUT YOU THAT EVEN YOUR
COLLEAGUES MIGHT BE SURPRISED TO KNOW?
Many people assume engineers are always serious, but I
actually enjoy adventure and spontaneous road trips. I get
excited about the smallest things, especially discovering
new places and experiences. These adventures can range
from deep in the woods along narrow trails to the streets of
busy cities.

12. IF YOU HAD TO TEACH A ONE-HOUR CLASS ON ANY
TOPIC OTHER THAN ENGINEERING, WHAT WOULD IT BE
ABOUT? 
My class would be divided into two sessions.
For the first 45 minutes, I would talk about mental health
and the importance of protecting our peace of mind. I
strongly believe many people limit themselves because
they fear what others might think or say. I would encourage
people to embrace authenticity, trust themselves, and let
go of anything that consistently steals their peace.
The final 15 minutes would focus on kindness. Many
people, in one way or another, are silently carrying battles
we may never fully understand, and that alone should
encourage us to treat one another with compassion and
empathy. 

13. IF YOU HAD TO EAT ONE DISH EVERY DAY FOR A
WEEK, WHAT WOULD IT BE? 
Creamed spinach, soft ugali, and a tall glass of fresh cold
milk — simple, comforting, and absolutely satisfying. 
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6. WHEN YOU REFLECT ON YOUR ACADEMIC AND
PROFESSIONAL PATH, WHAT TURNING POINT SHAPED
YOUR ENGINEERING JOURNEY THE MOST
My first internship at KeRRA immediately after graduation
was a major turning point for me. It opened my eyes to how
much there still was to learn beyond the classroom.
That experience taught me that learning never truly ends in
engineering. It challenged me to remain curious, adaptable,
and intentional about personal growth. To date, I still feel
there are never enough hours in a day because I genuinely
enjoy deepening my understanding and expanding my
skills.

7. IF YOU COULD INSPIRE EVERY YOUNG ENGINEER IN
ONE SENTENCE, WHAT WOULD YOU WANT THEM TO
CARRY INTO THE FUTURE?
Do it tired, do it scared, do it when it feels heavy — because
the reward for persistence is always worth it.

8. WHAT IS THE BEST DECISION YOU HAVE EVER MADE?
(NOT NECESSARILY RELATED TO ENGINEERING)
One of the best decisions I have ever made was learning to
stop worrying about other people’s opinions on matters
concerning things I have no control over. It brought me a
sense of peace and helped me focus more on what truly
matters.
That does not mean I ignore positive criticism — in fact, I
appreciate it, especially when it is well-constructed and
clearly comes from a good place.

9. WHAT WORKPLACE CULTURE PRACTICES AT KIHBT
HAVE CONTRIBUTED MOST TO YOUR GROWTH AND
SUCCESS? 
The flexible working environment and opportunities for
staff attachment have contributed greatly to my growth
both professionally and personally.
The opportunity to engage in industry attachments allows
us to remain connected to practical engineering work,
which ultimately benefits both trainers and students.
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CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR‌

BENEVOLENT FUND 

The IEK invites new members to join the Benevolent Fund Scheme (BFS) for the 2024/25 period. By
enrolling, you contribute to our community's dedication to mutual care and resilience 
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RENEWAL OF‌

MHANDISI‌  

MEDICARE SCHEME‌

FUND 

NEW MEMBERSHIP

PORTAL 

We extend an invitation for you to renew your
Mhandisi Medicare Scheme Fund.‌  
The Medicare Registration Form can be accessed
here .‌  

Please be advised that existing members should
anticipate receiving a detailed SMS with pertinent
information from AAR.‌  

Your prompt attention to the renewal process
ensures uninterrupted access to the
comprehensive healthcare benefits provided by
Mhandisi Medicare Scheme Fund.‌  

Thank you for your continued trust and
participation in our healthcare program 

The new integrated IEK membership
management system offers convenience,
accessibility, and improved services for you our
valued members. ‌Members are encouraged to‌
update their details by clicking  here  to activate‌
their portals and access services on the go.‌  

By activating your portal, you can among others
access:‌

Digital membership  application 
Streamlined events registration‌ ‌
Instant receipts and invoices‌
Streamlined CPD tracking 

Kindly take note that we are no longer
accepting manual appl‌ications as we are 100%‌
paperless. 

https://forms.gle/PuNSGzcHMFjxVqHR9
http://members.iekenya.org/
https://forms.gle/PuNSGzcHMFjxVqHR9
http://members.iekenya.org/
http://members.iekenya.org/
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At IEK, we deeply appreciate the invaluable contributions of our members throughout their careers. To
honor their transition into retirement, we have developed a special fee remission structure specifically for
retired engineers.‌  
Click ‌here‌ to view the policy and application form. 

IEK RETIRED ENGINEERS’ FEE REMISSION

POLICY 
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ENGINEERING IN

KENYA MAGAZINE 

The 28th Issue of Engineering in Kenya Magazine is
officially out.

This edition is themed "Geospatial Engineering” 

Read, share and engage with this informative edition. 
  

Click ‌here to get your copy. 

We thank all members for their continued support and commitment to IEK. 
Remain in Good Standing by paying your annual subscription through:‌

Mpesa Pay Bill Number 976295, Account number - Your Invoice Number.‌
A cheque in favor of the Institution of Engineers of Kenya (Personal cheques not acceptable).‌  

In case of any clarification, we are always happy to assist! 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 

Don't be left out! 
Get your IEK branded merchandise delivered to you by
making your payment to MPESA ‌Pay Bill number:
976295‌  
Account number: Merch‌    
Hoodie: ‌Ksh 2500 
T-shirts: ‌Ksh 1500
Caps: ‌Ksh 1000 

IEK MERCHANDISE 

https://iekenya.org/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20Magazine/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20-%20Issue%2019%20Print%20Version.pdf
https://iekenya.org/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20Magazine/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20-%20Issue%2019%20Print%20Version.pdf
https://iekenya.org/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20Magazine/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20-%20Issue%2019%20Print%20Version.pdf
https://iekenya.org/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20Magazine/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20-%20Issue%2019%20Print%20Version.pdf
https://go.iekenya.org/a6Z36
https://go.iekenya.org/xjouv
https://go.iekenya.org/xjouv
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(+254) 202 729 326, 0721 729 363 iek@iekenya.org 

Top Plaza, Kindaruma Road‌   

IEK Benevolent Fund Registration |  Register 

Mhandisi Medicare Fund |  Apply 

Mhandisi Sacco Membership |  Apply 

Mhandisi Sacco Nominee Update |  Click Here 

Yours faithfully,‌  

Eng. Grace Muthoni Kagondu 

Honorary ‌Secretary 

The Institution of Engineers of Kenya 

The IEK The IEK @TheIEK | +254 721 729363, +254 020 2729326 | iek@iekenya.org | www.iekenya.org @TheIEK | +254 721 729363, +254 020 2729326 | iek@iekenya.org | www.iekenya.org 

CONTACT US CONTACT US 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9jcQD8f540GK6etqz5Pm3kEjXT4XBUJPlyEY3ML74P5UMDJLN0FWNjJQNUxXUkg4Rks4VUZKM1k3WS4u
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUDbpdy2LRDEpXDHz7AO1Z2KNIv52XEjvzgUTzBoc-KULZBQ/viewform
https://www.mhandisisacco.co.ke/how-to-become-a-member/
https://www.mhandisisacco.co.ke/membership-next-of-kin-details-update/
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