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Dear Member, 
The IEK Weekly Newsletter covers recent IEK events and upcoming ones, activities by the various
committees, and any upcoming developments that affect Engineers and the Built Environment.‌  
This newsletter is a roundup of activities in the 5‌   ‌Week of September 2026 (IEK/NL/205).‌th 
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The Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK) led by President Eng. Harrison Keter, together with 2nd VP Eng.
Otieno Ogallo, Hon. Secretary Eng. Grace Kagondu, Council Members Eng. Nashon Tambo, Eng. Dr. Damaris
Oyaro, Eng. Radiance Mungu and Eng. Paul Ochola, paid a courtesy visit to Kenya Power at Stima Plaza,
where they met with Kenya Power Managing Director, Eng. Dr. Joseph Siror. 

The discussions covered;‌
Infrastructure Dialogues & Public Awareness:‌ Partnering to lead national dialogues on energy
infrastructure and driving public awareness on critical trends, policies, and challenges.‌
Leadership & Organizational Excellence:‌ Facilitating knowledge-sharing platforms on effective
governance and leadership within engineering-driven organizations.‌
‘Skills for Safety’ Collaboration:‌ Joining forces on the “Skills for Safety” program supported by the Royal
Academy of Engineering to advance safety standards in the construction industry.‌
Mentorship & Capacity Building:‌ Expanding structured mentorship frameworks for Graduate Engineers
and executing joint capacity-building programs.‌
33rd IEK International Convention:‌ Securing Kenya Power’s participation and partnership opportunities
in the upcoming 33rd IEK International Convention. 

IEK remains committed to building strong partnerships with key institutions in the energy sector. 
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The delegation was received by KCAA Managing Director and CEO, Mr. Nicholas Enos Otieno Bodo, HSC,
together with senior engineering leadership from the Authority.‌   

Key agenda items included:‌
Aviation Safety & Regulatory Excellence:‌ Deepening technical oversight and enforcing strict regulatory
compliance standards maintained by engineers in civil aviation.‌
Welfare & Executive Leadership:‌ Addressing the professional growth and institutional support for
engineers within state agencies.‌
Capacity Building & Aerospace Research:‌ Exploring strategic collaboration on the proposed Engineering
Academy to drive specialized research, innovation, and skills development.‌
Youth Mentorship & Career Paths:‌ Establishing structured mentorship initiatives to guide early-career
and graduate engineers into specialized aviation domains.‌
Industry Representation:‌ Extending an official invitation and discussing KCAA’s strategic participation in
the upcoming 33rd IEK International Convention. 

By building robust institutional relationships with vital regulators like KCAA, IEK continues to expand
opportunities, raise standards, and ensure Kenyan engineers remain at the forefront of infrastructure
development. 

T 

𝗜𝗘𝗞 𝗘𝗻𝗴𝗮𝗴𝗲𝘀 𝗞𝗖𝗔𝗔 𝗼𝗻 𝗣𝗿𝗼𝗺𝗼𝘁𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝗘𝗻𝗴𝗶𝗻𝗲𝗲𝗿𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝗘𝘅𝗰𝗲𝗹𝗹𝗲𝗻𝗰𝗲 𝗶𝗻‌
𝗔𝘃𝗶𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻 

he Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK) led by the President Eng. Harrison Keter and Council
Members Eng. Desmond Barongo and Eng. Nashon Tambo paid a courtesy visit to the Kenya Civil
Aviation Authority (KCAA) at Aviation House, Jomo Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA).
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IEK President Eng. Harrison Keter attended the launch of Viscar Industrial Capacity Solutions’ Strategic
Plan 2026–2030 at Best Western Hotel, Nairobi last Friday. He was accompanied by 2nd Vice President Eng.
Otieno Ogallo, Council Member Eng. Dr. Damaris Oyaro, and CEO Eng. Maureen Auka 

As the Chief Guest, Eng. Keter delivered the keynote address on “‌Building Future-Ready Engineering
Capabilities for Africa’s Industrial Growth‌,” highlighting the importance of strengthening engineering
capabilities to support Africa’s industrial transformation and prepare engineers for the demands of the
digital era. He highlighted how the theme for upcoming ‌33rd IEK International Convention‌ aligned with
Viscar’s plans for the future. 

Founder & CEO Eng. Mulongo and Winnie Otieno, Head of Engineering and Emerging Technologies Business
Unit, shared insights into the Viscar journey, highlighting the organisation’s progress and its vision for the
years ahead. Viscar Industrial Capacity Limited is an East African telecommunications, engineering, and
capacity-building firm. The launch brought together Viscar’s partners, clients and other stakeholders, as the
organisation embarks on the implementation of its strategic priorities for the next five years. 

IEK remains committed to partnering with industry and other stakeholders to strengthen engineering
capacity and advance engineering-led development across Kenya and Africa. 
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IEK Hon. Secretary Eng. Grace Muthoni Kagondu represented IEK in a key multi-stakeholder consultative
meeting organized by the Nairobi City County Assembly's Sectoral Committee on Lands, Planning, and
Housing on Tuesday, 29‌  September 2026.‌ ‌th 

The Sectoral Committee is mandated to oversee county planning, land use, structural development, and
urban regulation.‌  

During the consultative meeting chaired by MCA Godfrey Majiwa, the key professional bodies deliberated on
systemic challenges within Nairobi’s built environment and land administration, despite progress under the
Nairobi Integrated Urban Master Plan (NIUPLAN) and the Development Control Policy.‌  

During the session, Eng. Grace Kagondu and sectoral partners addressed several crucial priorities impacting
urban resilience and public safety: 
• Structural Safety & Enforcement‌  
• Professional Integrity & Standards‌  
• Infrastructure Strain & System Performance‌  
• Environmental & Urban Regeneration 

IEK is commitment to offering technical leadership, safeguarding public infrastructure, and collaborating
with public institutions to champion sustainable, safe, and regulated urban growth across Kenya. 
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The Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK) participated in the Nairobi International Trade Fair (NITF) 2026
from 28  September -4  October 2026. The IEK Council was represented by Eng. Dr. Damaris Kerubo Oyaro. th th

On Wednesday, 30 September 2026 a special visitor, Eng. Prof. Ayub Gitau, Vice Chancellor of the University
of Nairobi was welcomed to IEK’s exhibition booth.  The visit provided an opportunity to discuss potential
areas of collaboration between IEK and the University of Nairobi, including research, knowledge sharing,
capacity building and exposing students to engineering practice.

Key discussion points focused on deepening synergy between IEK and the University of Nairobi through:
Joint Research & Knowledge Sharing: Partnering on applied research projects and technical knowledge
exchanges to solve pressing local challenges.
Capacity Building & Practice Exposure: Expanding structured industry exposure, mentorship programs,
and practical training opportunities for undergraduate and graduate engineering students.
Driven by Sustainability: Aligning academic research and engineering solutions with national
sustainable development agendas.

Through its participation in NITF 2026, IEK continues to create platforms for public engagement, mentorship
and knowledge sharing while strengthening partnerships with academic institutions and other stakeholders
to support Kenya’s sustainable development.
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1. COULD YOU TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF AND WHAT
INSPIRED YOU TO PURSUE A CAREER IN MECHATRONIC
ENGINEERING?
I am a Mechatronics Engineer by training, and my
professional journey has gradually expanded from
engineering into technical training, capacity building and
professional development. I currently serve as the Capacity
Building Officer at the Institution of Engineers of Kenya,
where I am involved in designing and coordinating
professional development programs for the members.
I have always had an interest in Engineering since a young
age but was not sure which specific discipline to pursue.
During a career fair in high school, I was introduced to
Mechatronics Engineering by the JKUAT team and it really
fascinated me. I loved the fact that Mechatronics is not
confined to one area of engineering, but requires you to
understand how different systems interact.
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2. WHAT ATTRACTED YOU TO MECHATRONIC
ENGINEERING, AND HOW WOULD YOU EXPLAIN THE
FIELD TO SOMEONE WHO MAY NOT BE FAMILIAR WITH
IT? 
What attracted me to Mechatronics was its
interdisciplinary nature. It brings together mechanical
engineering, electrical and electronic engineering, control
systems and computing to develop intelligent and
automated systems.

3. AS A GRADUATE ENGINEER, WHAT HAS YOUR
JOURNEY INTO THE ENGINEERING PROFESSION BEEN
LIKE SO FAR? 
My journey has been one of continuous learning and
gradual discovery. Like many graduate engineers, I initially
had the expectation that completing university would
naturally translate into a straightforward engineering
career. In reality, I learnt quite quickly that entering the
profession requires much more than academic knowledge.
One of the things that has shaped my journey significantly
is my transition into technical training and capacity
building. My engineering background gives me the
technical foundation, while my experience in training has
taught me how to communicate technical concepts,
understand people’s learning needs and create
opportunities for other engineers to develop.

4. WHAT SKILLS OR LESSONS FROM YOUR UNIVERSITY
TRAINING HAVE BEEN MOST VALUABLE IN YOUR
PROFESSIONAL JOURNEY?
My biggest lesson has been the importance of adaptability.
Life is not linear, careers are not linear and so are other
aspects of our life, therefore you need to adapt very fast.

https://www.epra.go.ke/sites/default/files/2025-12/Solar%20Water%20Heating%20application%20Guides.pdf


5. MECHATRONICS BRINGS TOGETHER MECHANICAL,
ELECTRICAL, ELECTRONICS AND COMPUTER
ENGINEERING. HOW DO YOU SEE THESE DISCIPLINES
COMING TOGETHER TO SHAPE THE FUTURE OF
ENGINEERING? 
I think the future of engineering will increasingly be defined
by integration rather than individual disciplines working in
isolation. For example, industrial automation combines
mechanical equipment with sensors, electrical systems,
PLCs, human-machine interfaces and software. 
Similarly, areas such as robotics and the Internet of Things
require engineers who are multidisciplinary.  

6. WHAT EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES OR TRENDS IN
MECHATRONICS DO YOU THINK YOUNG ENGINEERS
SHOULD BE PAYING ATTENTION TO?
Robotics, Artificial Intelligence and data-driven engineering

7. WHAT CHALLENGES DO YOU THINK GRADUATE
ENGINEERS FACE WHEN TRANSITIONING FROM
UNIVERSITY INTO THE PROFESSIONAL WORLD? 
I think the biggest challenge is the gap between academic
knowledge and practical application. University gives you the
theoretical foundation, but the workplace requires you to
apply that knowledge within real-world constraints such as
budgets, deadlines, and organizational procedures.

8. YOU CURRENTLY SERVE AS THE CAPACITY BUILDING
OFFICER AT THE IEK SECRETARIAT. WHAT DOES YOUR
ROLE ENTAIL? 
As a Capacity Building Officer at IEK, my role is to develop
and coordinate professional development opportunities for
engineers. My engineering background is relevant as it
enables me to understand the technical context of the
programs we develop and to engage effectively with
engineers. At the same time, my training background has
helped me understand how technical knowledge can be
translated into meaningful professional development.
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9. FROM YOUR EXPERIENCE AT IEK, WHY IS
CONTINUOUS PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
IMPORTANT FOR ENGINEERS AT DIFFERENT STAGES OF
THEIR CAREERS? 
Engineering is not static because technology, standards,
industry practices and societal needs continue to evolve.
Engineers therefore have to adopt a life-long learning
policy if they are to keep up with these changes.
From my experience, I have also seen that engineers have
very different learning needs. A graduate engineer may
need foundational professional skills, while an experienced
engineer may be looking for advanced technical
knowledge or management skills.

10. WHAT OPPORTUNITIES DO YOU THINK
PROFESSIONAL BODIES SUCH AS IEK CAN PROVIDE TO
HELP YOUNG AND GRADUATE ENGINEERS DEVELOP
THEIR CAREERS? 
They can provide access to technical training, mentorship,
networking opportunities, industry engagement and
professional guidance.

11. WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO ENGINEERING
STUDENTS AND GRADUATE ENGINEERS WHO ARE
LOOKING TO BUILD SUCCESSFUL CAREERS? 
My first piece of advice would be to never stop learning.
Second build your skills and the most important is build
your networks. They say your network is your net worth
and I couldn’t agree more. 

12. LOOKING AHEAD, WHAT ARE YOUR ASPIRATIONS AS
A MECHATRONIC ENGINEER?
I would like to continue growing at the intersection of
engineering, technology and capacity building. I want to
remain connected to the engineering profession while
expanding my ability to contribute to capacity building for
my fellow engineers. Also, engineering is ultimately about
creating solutions and improving lives, and I would like my
career to contribute to that in a meaningful way.

https://www.epra.go.ke/sites/default/files/2025-12/Solar%20Water%20Heating%20application%20Guides.pdf
https://epra.go.ke/energy-solar-water-heating-regulations-2025
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We thank all members for their continued support and commitment to IEK. 
Remain in Good Standing by paying your annual subscription through:‌

Mpesa Pay Bill Number 976295, Account number - Your Invoice Number.‌
A cheque in favor of the Institution of Engineers of Kenya (Personal cheques not acceptable).‌  

In case of any clarification, we are always happy to assist! 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 
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Don't be left out! 
Get your IEK branded merchandise delivered to you by making your payment to MPESA ‌Pay Bill
number: 976295‌  
Account number: Merch‌    
Hoodie: ‌Ksh 2500 
T-shirts: ‌Ksh 1500 
Caps: ‌Ksh 1000 

https://convention.iekenya.org/
https://go.iekenya.org/3AOIA
https://convention.iekenya.org/
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1SjJlODcKeHoIoK9jJoE0mnEGH8AkMMPT
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfzJEpy3rI3C0pra8mINZ-bpXaj2rXSRBWkbX8VgyEu4hej9Q/viewform
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuBpD_mr6Ju88Gi8cC6CuZOy6Ekpv9UIxuyM9Fjtm4C_oD4w/viewform
http://www.redcross.or.ke/
https://t.me/KenyaRedCrossBot
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NEW BENEVOLENT

FUND SCHEME TO

BEGIN ON 1‌  OF

NOVEMBER 2026‌

S T  

The Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK) is in
the process of‌ onboarding a new partner for the
Benevolent Fund Scheme for the 2026/27 period
following the expiry of the contract of the current
provider, Octagon on 31st October 2026 .‌ 

Members are encouraged to enroll in the new
scheme, once it takes effect on 1st November
2026, to access the benefits and support provided
under the programme. More information will be
provided in due course. 

The Benevolent Fund Scheme underscores IEK’s
commitment to members’ financial and social
welfare support. 
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RENEWAL OF‌

MHANDISI‌  

MEDICARE SCHEME‌

FUND 

NEW MEMBERSHIP

PORTAL 

We extend an invitation for you to renew your
Mhandisi Medicare Scheme Fund.‌  
The Medicare Registration Form can be accessed
here .‌  

Please be advised that existing members should
anticipate receiving a detailed SMS with pertinent
information from AAR.‌  

Your prompt attention to the renewal process
ensures uninterrupted access to the
comprehensive healthcare benefits provided by
Mhandisi Medicare Scheme Fund.‌  

Thank you for your continued trust and
participation in our healthcare program 

The new integrated IEK membership
management system offers convenience,
accessibility, and improved services for you our
valued members. ‌Members are encouraged to‌
update their details by clicking  here  to activate‌
their portals and access services on the go.‌  

By activating your portal, you can among others
access:‌

Digital membership  application 
Streamlined events registration‌ ‌
Instant receipts and invoices‌
Streamlined CPD tracking 

Kindly take note that we are no longer
accepting manual appl‌ications as we are 100%‌
paperless. 

https://forms.gle/PuNSGzcHMFjxVqHR9
http://members.iekenya.org/
https://forms.gle/PuNSGzcHMFjxVqHR9
http://members.iekenya.org/
http://members.iekenya.org/
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At IEK, we deeply appreciate the invaluable contributions of our members throughout their careers. To
honor their transition into retirement, we have developed a special fee remission structure specifically for
retired engineers.‌  
Click ‌here‌ to view the policy and application form. 

IEK RETIRED ENGINEERS’ FEE REMISSION

POLICY 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
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ENGINEERING IN KENYA MAGAZINE 

The 28th Issue of Engineering in Kenya Magazine is out. 

This edition is themed "Geospatial Engineering” 

Read, share and engage with this informative edition. 

Click ‌here to get your copy. 

https://iekenya.org/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20Magazine/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20-%20Issue%2019%20Print%20Version.pdf
https://iekenya.org/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20Magazine/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20-%20Issue%2019%20Print%20Version.pdf
https://iekenya.org/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20Magazine/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20-%20Issue%2019%20Print%20Version.pdf
https://go.iekenya.org/xjouv
https://go.iekenya.org/xjouv
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(+254) 202 729 326, 0721 729 363 iek@iekenya.org 

Top Plaza, Kindaruma Road‌   

IEK Benevolent Fund Registration |  Register 

Mhandisi Medicare Fund |  Apply 

Mhandisi Sacco Membership |  Apply 

Mhandisi Sacco Nominee Update |  Click Here 

Yours faithfully,‌  

Eng. Grace Muthoni Kagondu 

Honorary ‌Secretary 

The Institution of Engineers of Kenya 

The IEK The IEK @TheIEK | +254 721 729363, +254 020 2729326 | iek@iekenya.org | www.iekenya.org @TheIEK | +254 721 729363, +254 020 2729326 | iek@iekenya.org | www.iekenya.org 

CONTACT US CONTACT US 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9jcQD8f540GK6etqz5Pm3kEjXT4XBUJPlyEY3ML74P5UMDJLN0FWNjJQNUxXUkg4Rks4VUZKM1k3WS4u
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUDbpdy2LRDEpXDHz7AO1Z2KNIv52XEjvzgUTzBoc-KULZBQ/viewform
https://www.mhandisisacco.co.ke/how-to-become-a-member/
https://www.mhandisisacco.co.ke/membership-next-of-kin-details-update/
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